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2012 – That was the year that was! 
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‘With extremely dry soils  

across much of the country 

(which will absorb most of the 

summer rainfall) this stress is 

likely to increase – underlining 

the need to moderate water 

usage in the drought-affected 

regions.’ 

Setting the stage 
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Where were we in 2011? 

‘Substantially above average 

rainfall is needed over the 

next 10 - 12 weeks to improve 

the water resources outlook 

for the rest of 2012.’ 

 

‘Take showers instead of baths to 

save water, minister urges as 

drought is officially announced’ 

 

‘Euro in meltdown. France 

and Germany collude to 

redefine the EU. £30m 

trial collapses. And we are 

concerned about the 

WEATHER?’ 
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February – Drought declared 

in the South East! 
‘The UK needs a national 

water grid, similar to national 

power grid, but of course 

nothing will be done. 

Temporary government does 

not have the will or 

inclination to structure the 

country properly. 

 

There was a grand water 

plan back in Victorian times 

but it got no further than the 

aqueduct from Wales to 

Birmingham, which still 

operates. It needs people of 

vision to see such plans to 

fruition’ 
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April – Hosepipe bans! 
BBC Inside Out ‘Drought 

special’ 

Major investment by BBC and 

contributors – and real attention 

to getting the science right  

 

‘We have had a lot less rain than 

usual. However, most trees and grass 

are still green; the "shortage" is of 

water for human use in the UK and 

the reason for that is that there are so 

many of us and we keep growing by 

400,000 every year. As with so many 

other problems, the long term water 

shortage would be solved by a 

sensitive but robust and responsible 

population reduction policy.’  
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April/May – accounting for 

water 

"It may be hard to believe but while the current account - our rivers 

and reservoirs - is looking very healthy, our savings account - 

the natural storage basins deep below ground - remains in the 

red in four out of the seven river areas," said Richard Aylard. 
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Summer – and it’s still raining! 

 

‘For early September, aggregated stocks for England & Wales are the 

highest on record; more remarkably, average summer stocks through  

the summer of 2012 exceeded the average for December to February 

for all but the wettest winters’ 
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July/August – why did you 

scientists get it so wrong? 

 

in the absence of near-

record late-spring rainfall, 

recessions will continue with 

the prospect of overall 

groundwater resources 

being comparable with, or 

below, the lowest in the last 

100 years by the autumn.’ 

Six months ago it was going to be the driest year on record: Wrong 

Six months ago they said severe drought conditions would last all 

year: Wrong 

Six months ago they said a hosepipe ban would last all year: Wrong 

Six months ago they said even if it rained everyday for nine months 

we'd still have drought because it was the wrong kind of rain and/or 

it couldn't soak into the ground and replenish the water table let 

alone our reservoirs: Wrong 

  

Like most 'experts' these people really know nothing, at least 

nothing of any importance whatsoever. 
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Winter – help I’m getting 

flooded! 

 
‘Those who build their 

homes on sand can 

expect them to collapse. 

Likewise if they will keep 

allowing people to build on 

flood plains and affect the 

natural drainage what can 

anyone expect other than 

floods. A lot of regulations 

about planning and 

building permissions but 

obviously not the right 

ones!’ 
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2013 – Did someone mention 

drought (or floods….)?  

  

‘Government's Chief Scientist 

warns of floods, droughts, and 

storms. Great news! We can 

look forward to a period of 

moderate settled weather.’ 
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So what did I learn in 2012? 

• People care about the issue when it gets personal! 

• Drought is our (govt, scientists, water companies, 

engineers) fault 

• Floods are mainly acts of god, or possibly down to 

the council! 
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How do we respond to the 

media? 

• If we offer a simple, coherent, 

idea up in response to media 

requests you can maintain some 

control over the process 

• Facts are sometimes 

embarrassingly hard to find! 

• Why I never made it big in media 

– no short term verbal memory 

• You need metaphors – literal for 

radio, visual for TV 
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Thank you! 


