
UK Groundwater Forum 
Stakeholders identify raising awareness of groundwater as a new focus 

A meeting of groundwater stakeholders held in London on 9 June 2003 has identified a clearly defined role 
for the UK Groundwater Forum for the future. The Forum should focus solely on raising the awareness of 
groundwater, something for which there is a strong need but for which no organisation in the UK has a remit. 
Groundwater plays a key role in supporting the environment and in water supply. For groundwater resources 
to be safeguarded the public must appreciate the value of groundwater which in turn will encourage 
government to recognise the need for adequate legislation and funding to protect it and enable it to be used 
sustainably. Raising awareness of groundwater is a key element of this process. Further detail on the 
outcome of the meeting is presented below. 
 
 
A Role for the Forum? 

The UK Groundwater Forum is an independent grouping of 
stakeholders drawn from the water industry, regulators and 
research and educational organisations which has until now 
aimed to provide a non-partisan, unified voice for groundwater 
in the UK and an arena in which to discuss research and 
information needs. The UK Groundwater Forum was formed in 
1995 as part of the consultation process for a strategic study of 
groundwater issues and research needs in the UK. The Forum is 
run by a steering committee (see box for organisations 
represented) and supported by a secretariat. Funding for the 
secretariat (until recently, of the order of £38,000 per annum) 
and support for holding meetings and developing educational 
material has been provided by the Environment Agency, UKWIR L

Although in the period since 1995 the Forum has had a series of 
there has been continued debate over what its remit should be. In a
stakeholders and obtain views on the 
Forum’s future remit, the Forum Steering 
Committee organised a groundwater 
stakeholders meeting on 9 June 2003 at the 
Geological Society in London. The meeting 
attracted representatives from a wide range 
of organisations including, government 
departments, regulators, water industry, 
consultancies and NGOs (see box over). 
Future funding of the Forum depended on 
there being a consensus from this meeting 
that the Forum has an valuable role to fill. 

Suggestions for the activities that the Forum 
could potentially be involved in were 
presented at the meeting. Discussion of the 
role of the Forum was focussed through 
parallel break-out groups on four specific 
groundwater-related issues identified by the 
Forum Steering Committee as being of 
particular importance to the UK at present: 
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Way Forward 

The consensus of the stakeholders at the 
meeting was that there is an important role 
to be played by the UK Groundwater Forum 
in raising the awareness of groundwater and 
groundwater-related issues in the UK. For 
groundwater resources to be safeguarded the 
public must appreciate the value of 
groundwater which in turn will encourage 
government to recognise the need for 
adequate legislation and funding to protect it 
and enable it to be used sustainably. Raising 
awareness of groundwater is a key element 
of this process. The role of raising the 
awareness of groundwater is not covered 
sufficiently by other organisations and the 
Forum’s broad representation, and non-
partisan outlook, makes it uniquely suitable. 
The Forum should therefore drop some 
of the past aims – e.g. to provide a 
consensus view on groundwater issues 
and promote a research agenda - and 
limit its role to that of raising awareness. 
This should ensure the Forum is more 
focussed and its remit clearer to its 
stakeholders and those it interacts with. 

It was appreciated by those attending the 
meeting that raising awareness covers a 
wide spectrum of activities: from innovative 
approaches to raising public awareness, 
through the promotion of groundwater in forma
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Actions resulting from the meeting 
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